ANNOUNCEMENT AFTER THE PRESS CONFERENCE ORGANISED BY NEC 

ON 21 October 2007 AT 6.10 p.m. AT ITS HEADQUARTERS

On 21 October 2007, at 6.10 p.m. another press conference was held at the seat of the National Electoral Commission.
The following members of NEC pasrticipated in the conference:

NEC’s Chairman







Judge Ferdynand Rymarz

Deputy Chairman of NEC






Judge Jan Kacprzak

Deputy Chairman of NEC






Judge Stanisław Kosmal

NEC’s Member






Judge Maria Grzelka 

NEC’s Member







Judge Stanisław Zabłocki,

NEC’s Member







Judge Włodzimierz Ryms

NEC’s Member







Judge Andrzej Kisielewicz

NEC’s Member







Judge Stefan Jaworski

and
Head of the National Electoral Bureau 
Minister Kazimierz Wojciech Czaplicki

On the basis of the data received from 25 251 local electoral commissions of the total number of 25264 local commissions appointed countrywide (i.e. excluding the commissions appointed abroad and on Polish ships), The National Electoral Commission 

informs that as at 4.30 p.m.:

· The numer of eligible voters in the election, i.e. the numer of persons registered on the elector lists from the polling stations which submitted the data amounted to 369 278 persons.
· 11 606 150 ballot cards were issued to the eligible voters, which constitutes  38,22% of the total number of eligible voters.

Chairman of the National Electoral Commission, Judge Ferdynand Rymarz reminded that the turnout as at 4.30 p.m., compared to the previous parliamentary elections organized in 2005, is 10,43% higher.
In the current elections, the highest turnout as at 4.30 p.m. was noted in Warsaw – 53,10% and in Cracow - 47,61%, while the lowest turnout was noted in Olsztyn - 39.90% and in Szczecin - 41,79%.

NEC’s chairman, Judge Ferdynand Rymarz, also informed about another case of disruption of the vote. The incident took place in the Local Electoral Commission nr 41 in Koszalin, where at 2.50 p.m., the polling station had to be closed for 25 minutes because of the disruption of the voting process.
The vote in this station, as well as in other stations where the voting process had been withheld, will be prolonged till 8.25 p.m. The situation results in another prolongation of the election silence, which will last till 8.25 p.m.
Deputy Chairman of NEC, Judge Jan Kasprzak informed about another incident which  took place in  Będzino, in  zachodnio-pomorskie Voivodship. The first card of the list of electors turned out to be missing. The commission decided to withold the voting process and the case of the missing card is being investigated.
As at 6.10 p.m. the National Electoral Commission did not have any information about the duration of the break in the voting process in Będzin, and whether it would result in 
another prolongation of the election silence.

In answer to journalists’ questions concerning the possible exhaustion of the supply of the ballot cards in two polling stations – one in Gdańsk and the other one in Ursynów district in Warsaw, the NEC’s Chairman, Judge Ferdynand Rymarz said that the Commission was not informed about this case. He declared, however, that media reports will be carefully verified. Moreover, the Chairman informed that every city has a 5% reserve of balot cards, which if necessary, can be immediately supplied to the commissions.
The next conference of NEC is planned for 8.30 p.m., during which information will be provided about the course of the election process in Poland. The next announcement of NEC is planned for about 9.00 p.m. and it will provide information concerning the results of the election in the USA. Afterwards, further information will be announced on the basis of the data from the UK. 
